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WHAT'S INSIDE:
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Jan. 25: Wildlife Tax Valuation
Feb. 22: Brush Control/Weed ID
March 7: Lawn Management
March 22: Pond/Tank Management
April 26: Riaparian 
May 16: Rainwater Harvesting
May 24: Feral Hog Management
June 21: Ectoparasites for Livestock
August 23: Fruit & Nut Trees
September 19: Sheep & Goat Management
September 27: Organic Production
October 17: Poultry Production
October 25: Beekeeping

PROGRAMS TO LOOK FOR IN 2022:



Common name: Annual Sow-thistle

Latin name: Sonchus oleraceus L.

Family: Asteraceae

Life Cycle: Annual

Type: Broadleaf

Description: Winter annual weed that

is soft and not as prickly to the touch

as Sonchus asper L. (Spiny sow-

thistle). Stem leaves have clasping

auricles and spiny-toothed leaf

margins. Like other sow-thistles, it

exudes a milky sap from the stem

when cut. This can be used to

distinguish it from thistles like

Canada Thistle, Horrible Thistle, and

others, which do not exude a milky

sap when cut.

ANNUAL SOW-
THISTLE
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CHINCH BUGS

Common pests of St.

Augustinegrass

St. Augustinegrass is the only

turfgrass to suffer severe

damage from chinch bugs,

they have also been reported

to feed on centipedegrass,

zoysiagrass, bahiagrass and

bermudagrass

Wings are folded over the

body and have a black

triangle-shaped spot on each

Though small, they are still

visible to the naked eye

Damage grass by feeding on

the phloem sap of the plant

and injecting a toxin that

results in death of plant tissue

If left un-treated, chinch bug

damage results in irregular

patches of yellowing turf that

may spread outward and

ultimately result in plant death

Eggs take approximately 2

weeks to hatch depending on

temperature

In Texas there may be up to 3

to 6 generations each year

TREATMENT 
Several insecticide active ingredients

can effectively control chinch bugs, but

application timing is a key component of

success. Many of these product labels

state that applications should be made

prior to egg hatch, when 1st instar

nymphs are observed, or when damage

first appears. Therefore, it is important to

scout for these pests prior to the onset

of significant damage. This can be done

by pulling back the turfgrass canopy and

looking for the various nymphs and

adults at the periphery of damaged and

un-damaged areas. If chinch bugs are

present, and unacceptable damage is

occurring, insecticide applications

should be made as soon as possible.

Many of the products labeled for chinch

bugs recommend watering the product

into the turfgrass canopy to place it into

contact with the chinch bugs, which

maximizes control.







TURFGRASS PAGE 4



TURFGRASS PAGE 5



TURFGRASS PAGE 6



 “Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil, and
you’re a thousand miles from the corn field.”

— President Dwight D. Eisenhower, address at Bradley
University, Peoria, Illinois, 25 September 1956.
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Email:jordan.voges@ag.tamu.edu
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